
God Rules: Be Strong, Daniel 
Lesson Three:  God Delivers in the Fiery Furnace 

Daniel 3 Character Overview 
 

The third chapter of Daniel finds Nebuchadnezzar delighting in his golden image and his power to command 
everyone in his kingdom to bow down and worship the image whenever musical instruments were played.  All 
who refused would be cast into a fiery furnace. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to worship the image because they honored the one true God.  The 
king personally challenged them and asked, “Who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?”  
Nebuchadnezzar seemed to have easily forgotten the God of Daniel that he declared to be the “God of gods 
and Lord of lords,” in chapter 2. 
 
Their answer to the king showed that they were choosing to rely on God, depend on Him as their awesome 
Deliverer to do what was best as they trusted in Him. 
 
This displays the Christlike character of “conviction,” meaning: 
 “I honor God when I trust Him so firmly that it influences my attitudes and actions.”* 
 
Another word that can be used to help children understand the use of the word “conviction,” is “confidence.”  
“Conviction,” can bring to a child’s mind the meaning of being convicted of a crime or, “guilty.”  “Confident” 
can mean to a child that they fully believe it to be true with their whole being.  This is an opportunity to build 
on their understanding of words that explain concepts shaping our perspectives and decisions. Lead them to 
understand how the word “conviction” can be used in a positive way. 
 
Psalm 50:15 says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you and you shall glorify me.”  “Glorify Me” 
is another way of saying, “honor Me.”  What it means, is to honor and esteem the Lord, so that He is seen as 
glorious in the eyes of others when they look at us. 
 
So, this is what the three young men did.  They called on God in the day of trouble, being confident or 
convicted of heart that He could deliver them.  Their confidence in the Lord their God even went as far as 
knowing that even if He chose to do something different, they could still trust Him.  Well, He did deliver them 
in such an awesome way that only Lord could do, that it resulted in glory and honor being brought to the one 
true God.  This demonstrated that (Word Up): God is the Deliverer! 
 
Application for the child:  If you have not yet believed on Jesus as your Savior, you can trust and be 
confident that God will deliver you from sin. He will forgive you because He always does what He says 
He will do as in John 3:16 or John 1:12. 

If you have believed on Jesus as your Savior, you can trust and be confident that God, your Deliverer 
will help you stand strong no matter what you might face. Your “conviction”—your trust and 
confidence in God—will help you choose to stand strong for God.  

*Character Solutions: Christlikeness Bible Guide, pg. 4. 
 
 



Activity Idea for Pre-club 
God Rules: Be Strong – Daniel 

Lesson Three: God Delivers in the Fiery Furnace 
 

You be the Judge 
Who has real power and tells the truth?  Who will you trust? 

 
The clubbers are given test cards when they come in the door and directed to the leader who is leading the 
discussion.  The leader calls on a student to pull a situation card from a bag.  The leader reads it and says, “Use 
your test card to put this to the test.  You tell me who you are going to trust?” 
 
Test Card 
Are they real or pretend? 
Do they build up or destroy? 
Do they protect or attack? 
Do they care for others or  
only for themselves? 
What is their goal or purpose? 

 
Situation Cards 

 
A video game hero  
blasts everyone in his way.  
 
 

 
Superman can do anything. 
 
Super Heroes destroy everything 
and everyone in their way. 
 
Another student tells you  
to try drugs. 
 
God the Father sent His Son  
because of His great love. 
 
God the Son died for you 
and came back to life. 
 
God the Holy Spirit helps 
you to understand God’s words 
and comforts you. 
 
 
 

 

Someone following God’s way. 
 
The Bible is always true and you 
can treasure its message. 
 
Jesus’ promise: “I will never leave you.” 
 
The Lord is my helper 
I will not fear. 
 
Someone tells you to do 
something you know is wrong. 
 
Someone lies to get  
what they want. 
 
Someone laughs at you and 
puts you down. 
 
Someone asks you for 
the answers to the test. 
 

Tie-in to the Lesson:  Shadrack, Meshack, and 
Abednego believed on the Lord because He is the 
one true God, real, not fake.  He gave them courage 
and peace and delivered them.  
 



 
 

 
 

 
Rhyming Review for God Rules: Be Strong – Daniel 

 
                 Lesson Three:  God Delivers in the Fiery Furnace 
 

1.  Nebuchadnezzar was the king, so he wore the crown.  When he told people to worship his statue, they 
would bow down. 

2. The one true God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego is mighty and strong.  They knew that 
worshipping a man-made statue was wrong. 

3. The big test in the furnace of fire would reveal who was trusting the truth and who was trusting a liar. 
4. Who can we trust to save us from sin?  The strong and mighty Savior, Deliverer of all men. 
5. When others don’t understand, who God is and His plan, their making fun and putting us down seems 

to never cease.  But our stronger Deliverer will give us courage to trust Him and give us His peace. 
6. When King Nebuchadnezzar peered in through the furnace door, he saw not three men but, four.  For 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, a victory was won.  Their strong Deliverer was to be trusted and He 
had come. 

 
 
 
 
 


