
 

 
 

That’s great!  Let’s start on the pathway to beginning your first day. 
 
Who can you begin to meet with on a weekly basis to pray together for the school, the children 
and their families? Pick a day and time to pray together about possibly holding the club in the future. 
 
What does a Good News Club look like? Getting the right perspective for each team member is 
vital. 
 
Ø It’s a little like Sunday School, but not exactly.  To be called a Good News Club, the activities 

and focus need to accomplish three goals:  evangelize the children yet to be saved, disciple the 
saved children and invite them to a Bible teaching church if they are not going to church or their 
family is looking for one. There is not time for entertainment or just a good social get-together. 
Although it does need to be fun and an encouragement for believing children to meet with other 
believers in their school and invite their friends who believe or do not believe.  

 
Ø It’s a little like VBS, but not fully.  While it tries to capture the fun and excitement of a VBS 

there is typically only one hour where everything important needs to happen.  Every minute is 
critical to keeping the club moving toward its goal each session. 

 
Ø It’s typically not going to be something where you can just fall back on the ways you have 

always taught kids. The school setting is different, today’s culture is different, and you will have 
team members who have probably not done things the way you have done them. GNC teams 
need to have members who are ready to learn right along with the children. 

 
Ø It’s not a place for bench warmers.  While we love to have cheerleaders, GNC teams need to 

be comprised of believers who are serious about their commitment and sticking with it.  They are 
ready to go the extra mile, carry their own responsibility, be accountable and sacrifice other 
things to make being with the GNC kids a priority.  

 
Where does the motivation come from? Look UP. 
Review Matthew 18:1-6, 10-11, 12-14 Mark 10:13-16 asking God for insight, understanding and 
wisdom.  Consider the love that moved Jesus to come down to our sinful world and live among us, 
be rejected and die a painful death so that we could have forgiveness and eternal life.  Consider the 
price He paid to come to seek and save the lost lambs. Consider the invitation of the father 
welcoming home the lost son, “Come and celebrate with me.  My son was dead and now he is 
alive!” (Luke 15) 
 
Why do you and the prospective team members want to be involved in a GNC? Whatever your 
reason, are you ready to evaluate your motives and commitment? Can you agree with the following: 
 

Thinking about starting a  
Good News Club? 
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Ø I am ready to invest in prayer for the children, their families and their school. I am willing 

to set a time and place to spend quality time in prayer. 
 

Ø I am ready to encourage others off campus to be active prayer warriors during club time and 
keep them posted on praises, prayer requests and answers to prayer.  I am ready to ask the 
Lord to lead me to prayer partners.  I am ready to commit to communicating with them regularly. 

 
Ø I am ready to invest in my team members to pray for them, encourage and support them and 

help equip them.  I am ready to consider what that will entail and seek God’s provision to be His 
servant. 

 
Ø I am ready to say “no” or “later” to other things requiring my time in order to invest in preparation 

through the week so that I might be a workman who needs not be ashamed, rightly handling the 
Word of Truth. (II Tim. 2:15) I am ready to identify what things I need to put on hold or drop in 
order to have room in my schedule. 

 
Ø I am ready for God to change me and mold me into His image so that the children before me can 

see that God has power to change lives and that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness and self-control.  I am ready to forsake habits that 
keep me from the fruit of God’s Spirit. 

 
Ø I am ready to immerse myself in the Scriptural text that is to be taught and memorize the verses 

along with the children to be a living example for them to follow, as I follow Jesus. 
Ø I am ready to identify new practices that I need to adopt for this to happen. 
 
Ø I am ready to be a part of the Child Evangelism Family in fellowship and active learning through 

the club season instead of operating as a little satellite at my club’s school and continue to lead 
the kids the way I’ve always done it. 
 

Take time to make an honest inventory of your season of life, availability, schedule, limitations and 
abilities before committing to a Good News Club.  What things would need to change in order for 
you to commit to the weeks that the club will be running? 
 
Ready to take the next step on the path? 
That would be background checks, required of every volunteer.  With that background, check each 
one will be able to read and consider: 

o The Statement of Faith for CEF volunteers and see if this is a statement that you can support 
and limit yourself to teaching. (CEF volunteers do not teach church distinctives.  We are non-
denominational.) 

o The Child Protection Policy and sign it, ensuring the safety of our clubbers. 
 
Progress on the path to starting a club cannot go further until every team member’s paperwork is 
complete. For volunteer application info, go to: cefnorthsandiego.com/quick-links-for-volunteers/ 
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What Does a Club Cost and Who Can Help? 
Let our office staff help you to calculate the cost for your club per 6 weeks and share ways of getting 
a sponsor if you don’t have one. 
 
Working with Your Team 
How many team members are needed? 
Elementary Schools need a team of 5 members and a sub who also completes the paperwork and 
is available! Middle Schools need a team of 3 and a sub who also completes the paperwork and is 
available! See p. 6 in this Handbook for ideas of how to recruit team members. 
 
Roles 
 
Ø Decide on one person to serve as Team Coordinator who will also be the contact person for the 

CEF office.  
Ø Helpers are needed to take attendance and keep records, lead the songs, lead games, teach 

the memory verse, tell the missionary story, and help with snacks. Discuss and decide who 
would like to do each task. 

Ø At least two volunteers should be willing to share the task of teaching the Bible lesson. To 
preview lesson demonstration videos online, go to cefnorthsandiego.com/training-demos/.  

 
Dates 
 
Ø Decide on a day of the week for the club when everyone is available. Check the school calendar 

for minimum days and holidays.  
Ø Decide how many five- or six-week segments your club will meet. See page 18 for this year’s 

curriculum schedule.  
 
Schedules 
 
Ø Pre-Plan your Master Schedule with the Organizational Chart by session until your 

dates are approved by the school district at which time you can add dates.  Samples are 
the next pages. Master templates are at the end of this booklet.  

 
Ø An organizational chart is filled out with your team members giving their input as to what roles 

they are ready to fill and be responsible for each club.  The chart also tells you what lessons are 
taught each session including the first and last sessions.  

 
Ø Plan the Weekly or Session Schedule as a guide that will help your club stay on track and 

accomplish your goals of reaching kids with God’s truth. Sample and master templates are on 
the next pages. A session chart gives more detail of how your club is going to run for any 
particular session and is handy during that session for each person to follow the flow of the club 
meeting and be ready to step into their roll.  Our office staff is ready to walk you through these 
as needed. 
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Reporting Attendance and Stats 
A Google form is created just for your team by our office to allow your attendance reporter to enter 
the data required for each club within 24 hours of the club.  (Find and appoint the person for this 
task on your team who loves to give attention to detail and get things done.) 

Once your team members are ready for this 
exciting and worthwhile commitment and have 
finished all their paperwork and training required, 

our office can submit your request for a room with the school district for your club with 
your chosen dates and times. 

Team Training and Curriculum 
Team training is required before a request is submitted to the school district for facility use. The 
North County Chapter provides personal team training as needed and training with other teams in 
two areas of the chapter, coastal and inland on a quarterly basis.  Basic training in children’s 
ministry is also available.  The dates and locations will be announced well in advance. Curriculum is 
provided for each of the four six-week sessions for those teams attending their training. 
 
 
The Last Stepping Stone on the Path 
Getting the word out is an exciting time.  Our office will give you a master of the registration form 
after it is approved by the school district.  Each principal decides how they will limit their use.  
Respecting the school’s policies is vital in being salt and light in the world.  The GNC Team 
Handbook section “Getting the Word Out” (p.14) will give you some great ideas of how to invite the 
children to Good News Club. 

 

                    Worth the Cost? 
II Peter 1:3-12 tells us that if we are partakers of the divine nature and add 
virtues of a true disciple of Jesus to our faith, they will keep us “from being 
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

Matthew 6:19-20, Luke 12:21 tell us that we should lay up treasures in heaven that will not be 
taken away from us.    
 

John 12:26  tells us that we will be honored by the Father if we serve Jesus, following Him and 
being where He is. We know that He is seeking and saving the lost (Luke 19:10). We also know that 
He said that if we receive a little child in His name, we are receiving Him.  
 
Today we can do our part in letting the children come to him.  In the tomorrow 
ahead, we will hear His voice:  
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” Matthew 25:23 

 

Moving Right Along 
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