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Good morning. Have we been practicing cleaning our vessels since we met in November? 
Can you believe we have had Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New Year, and (ta da) I just 
got back from an amazing trip to Israel—last night! Has anyone else here been to Israel? 
 
So with all this behind us, aren’t we grateful? We are grateful for opportunities with friends 
and family; to once again celebrate the birthday of our Savior and for me to have walked 
where Jesus walked.  
 
Would anyone want to share something they are thankful for? 
 
What a great way to lead into our third step of prayer: Thanksgiving. 
 
Thanksgiving is thanking God for what He has done. It is different than praise. When we 
praise, we focus on who He is.  
 
In thanksgiving, we thank Him for what He has done, I Chronicles 16:8; we thank Him for 
everything, Ephesians 5:20 says Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; we thank Him for His mighty deeds, 
Psalm 77:11-12 
 
Why do we give thanks: 
 
It is God’s will: Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
I Thessalonians 5:18 
 
It is a command: Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 
Colossians 4:2 
 
It brings God honor. Psalm 50:23 
 
It brings peace to our hearts. Philippians 4:6-7 
 
Giving thanks in all circumstances can be a challenge, but it will: 
Help us see beyond our own understanding 
It brings glory to God 
It is an expression of confidence in God’s plan 
It develops a gracious spirit 
It crowds out fear and doubt 
It increases our faith 
It acknowledges our dependence on God 
It makes us watchful for the answer 
It changes our attitude 
It demonstrates our trust in God 
 



How do we give thanks: 
 
It is an act of our will. A decision. I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with 
thanksgiving. Psalm 69:30 
 
We give thanks out of obedience, Colossians 3:17. And obedience always brings blessing. 
 
We thank him specifically. Remember the leper in Luke 17 who thanks Jesus for healing 
him? We need to be watchful for when our prayers are answered so we can honor Jesus 
with our thanks. 
 
And again, we pray in everything, ALL circumstances. What is the difference between giving 
thanks in all things and thanking him for all things? 
 
In Moms in Prayer we give our thanksgivings and again pray in one accord. The first Mom 
might say, Thank you God that you have brought a new Christian friend to my son, Michael. 
 
The second Mom prays, thank you Lord that you have given Michael a friend with the same 
Christian values. 
 
First Mom, I agree Father, I am so grateful that you answered this prayer for Michael so 
quickly as he was feeling very alone. 
 
In your Good New Club you may thank him for Christian teachers who volunteer to serve or 
provide a room; for students who bring unreached friends; for the opportunity to invest in 
children’s lives.  I was thanking God this Christmas for my grandson Jack’s first grade 
teacher.  
 
Two Bible characters remind us to be thankful. The first is Habakkuk. In the first chapter he 
complains to the Lord, twice. The Lord answers, Habakkuk prays and concludes, “I will wait 
quietly for the coming day when disaster will strike the people who invade us. Even though 
the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vines; even through the olive 
crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and 
the cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the Lord! I will be joyful in the God of my 
salvation! The Sovereign Lord is my strength! 
 
I love Ann Voskamp’s response to Habakkuk: a song of thanks steadies everything. 
 
Then Joshua, when he led the people across the Jordan, when God stopped the river and 
they crossed on dry ground, told the people to gather twelve stones from the river, one for 
each tribe (big stones, carried on shoulders). Joshua then set them up as a reminder of all 
God had done for them. So here is a stone for your pocket or purse to remind you to give a 
song of thanks each time you see it or your hand touches it.  
 
At your tables take a few minutes to pray your thanksgivings to God. 
 
Lord, we thank You in the good times and in the bad times. You are sovereign. You love us 
and we can trust You to bring us through. As Habakkuk rejoiced, may we always agree, The 
Sovereign Lord is my strength! In Jesus name, Amen 


