
Introduction to the Matters of Prayer 
 

The way we seek God and attempt to talk with Him in prayer is a key factor in having a 
vital and intimate prayer life with our Savior.  Many times, without thinking we will 
picture God and how to relate to Him from the perspective of our experiences and culture 
rather than the truth of who He is. 

 
So, let’s seek to truly know Him as He is defined in His Word and understand 
what He is about. He doesn’t need our help, but requires of us, humble, broken 
and receiving hearts of His truth.  We need to call upon Him in the true context 
of who He is.  
 

Does It Matter If I Pray? 
 
It matters that I pray to God because He is the one, true, living God, all powerful, all 
knowing, all seeing and everywhere present. 
 
In order for me to come to Him in prayer, God requires payment for my sin and rebellion 
through His Son, Jesus Christ because God is holy, pure and righteous.   
Hebrews 9:22-28, I Jn. 1:9 
 
I am made to express His glory by being in alignment with all that He is in my 
communication with Him because God is my Creator. Is. 43:7, Jn. 17:9-10 
 
He has invited me to approach His throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace in time 
of need because God the Son is my Redeemer. Heb. 4:16 
 
He will lead me, protect me, correct me and provide for me as I follow Him because the 
Lord is my Shepherd. Ps. 23 
 
He will reveal what is true, good and pure as I walk in His Light and be quiet before Him 
in prayer because God is Light. I Jn. 1:7 
 
He gives living water when I thirst and come to Him because God is Life.  Jn. 4:10, 13 
 
He lifts me up because God is Love.  His consolations bring joy to my soul so that I can in 
turn, give to others.  I John 4:8, Ps. 94:18, 19 
 
True Christianity and prayer is God centered; the communication in a relationship begun 
and provided for completely by God, the Creator who made man. 
 
We are dead in our sins without the ability to do anything.  God in His great love, mercy 
and intent on fulfilling His purpose for His glory, has reached down to us to pay the 
required penalty for our rebellious hearts and bring us into relationship with Him.  
Romans 5:8, I John 4:10 
 



He requires a humble and grateful response.  We love Him, because He first loved us.  
I John 4:19  Our response is to love Him and worship Him and desire to know Him and be 
molded into His image. Rom. 8:29 Our lives are to be to the praise of His glorious grace.  
Eph. 1:11-14 
 
Because of who God is, does it matter how I pray? 
 
Prayer is coming into God’s presence in the conversation of confession, praise, thanksgivings 
and petitions.  This is the way He instructs us to pray. Phil. 4:4-8  
 
Because God is HOLY, how do I need to pray? 

I need to come to Him, humbly, confessing my sin, relying 
on the blood of Jesus alone to satisfy God’s requirement 
for my rebellion against Him. 

 
What if I pray, bringing gifts or praises, hoping to win favor?  

Then I will be like Cain who brought God the best of his labors, but did not regard 
God’s way for forgiveness.  God counseled him:  “If you do what is right, will you not 
be accepted?” Gen. 4:7 

 
Because God is TRUE, how does it matter when I pray? 

I can have confidence in prayer if I count on His word. 
God always does what He says because He always tells the truth. 

 
What if I pray insisting on and relying on traditions or ideas other than the 
instructions of the one true God?   

Then I will be like Saul who wanted to do things his way rather than follow God’s 
instructions. Samuel said to Saul:  “To obey is better than sacrifice and to heed 
than the fat of rams. I Sam. 15:22 b  He told Saul that doing things his way rather 
than God’s way is rebellion. 

 
Because God is FORGIVING, how does it matter if I pray? 

God will remove my sins from me and give me a clean heart when 
I come to Him through Jesus, His Son. I won’t have to be guilty anymore. 
 

What if I pray, not letting go of guilt and/or hitting or hurting myself so that I might 
feel like I have paid for my wrongdoing?   

Then, I am not believing that Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is sufficient to pay for 
my sin. 

 
Because God is Love, how does that affect my prayer? 

“There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment…” I John 4:18 There is security in the love of God that He has 
poured out on His children through His Son and sealed with His Spirit of love.  
Rom. 8:15,16  Rom. 8:26-27 

 



What if I pray being fearful of God’s response to me?   
Then I have not been made complete in His love.  I John 4:18 c 

 
Because it is God’s eternal plan and purpose to be one with those He has redeemed, 
John 17:10-11 He places His children in a position of honor in His forever family.   

How does that truth affect my praying to Him?  He invites me into His throne room. 
Hebrews 4:14-16  He adopts me as His very own making me a co-heir with His Son, 
sharing His glory Rom. 8:14-17  I Chron. 29:12 Hebrews 5:4 

 
What if, seeking honor, I strive to perform, produce and please others and God which 
influences my prayers?   

Then, I have not looked to and yielded myself to the only God who gives true and 
lasting honor. 
 

Because God is the Redeeming God, how does that affect my prayer? 
In Luke 19:10 Jesus said that He came to seek and to save that which was lost.  In 
Luke 5:32 He said that He has not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. 

 
Before He left this earth, He instructed His followers to go and make disciples of all 
nations, teaching them all that He had commanded (Matthew 28:19-20) beginning 
where they were and spreading out to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 He also gave 
instructions to pray that the Lord of the harvest would send laborers into His field. 
Matthew 9:38, Luke 10:2 

 
Therefore, because we come to the living God, the Redeeming God, in obedience, we 
pray for the lost and yield ourselves to His purpose to reach out to them with the good 
news of the Savior. 
 
What if I pray for myself only and those whom I care for and see around me?  Then I 
have missed the fullness of the eternal purpose of God for the world and for His glory.  I 
remain in near-sightedness spiritually, holding onto the blessings I have received. 
 

I Timothy 2:1-6 says, “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority that 
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and 
pleases God our Savior 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This 
has now been witnessed to at the proper time.”  (NIV)  

 


